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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: TECH, TGEN 

SUBJECT: UK INTEREST IN DEEP SEA DRILLING PROJECT 

1. ON FEBRUARY 8, DR. WILLIAM A. NIERENBERG, DIRECTOR 
OF SCRIPPS INSTITUTION OF OCEANOGRAPHY AND CHAIRMAN 
OF THE NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON OCEANS AND 
ATMOSPHERE, ASKED US WHAT THE BRITISH POSITION WAS ON 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE DEEP SEA DRILLING PROJECT THAT 
WILL BECOME IPOD (INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM OF OCEAN 
DRILLING) IN MID CY-75? 

2. WE HAVE BEEN IN TOUCH WITH DR. P. F. G. TWINN, 

DEPUTY SECRETARY (SCIENTIFIC), OF THE NATURAL 
ENVIRONMENT RESEARCH COUNCIL, WHO WAS IN WASHINGTON 
LOOKING INTO THIS PROJECT AT THE END OF NOVEMBER 1973. 

3. DR. TWINN INFORMS US THAT THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT 
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THE PROJECT BUT IS UNABLE TO MAKE ANY FIRM STATEMENTS 
ABOUT ITS ABILITY TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE PROJECT DURING 
A GENERAL ELECTION. 

4. DR. TWINN CLEARLY HOPES THAT THE UK WILL CONTRIBUTE 
A MILLION DOLLARS TO IPOD FOR THE YEAR BEGINNING 
JULY 1975. 

5. WE AGREED TO BE IN TOUCH IN MID-MARCH IN THE 
EXPECTATION THAT DR. TWINN WILL NAVE A CLEARER VIEW 
OF BRITISH INTENTIONS AND CAPABILITIES AT THAT TIME. 

6. DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO PASS FOREGOING ANSWERS TO 
DR. NIERENBERG'S QUESTIONS TO HIM AT LA JOLLA. 

ANNENBERG. 
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